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The academic year 2012-13 is one of significant transition
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for all of us in the Harding University family.

Jeff Montgomery, '91

In October 2011, I announced my intention to retire as
president in June 2013. Our board of trustees immediately
established a process that they used to select the next presi-
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dent. This process involved an intentional 12-month effort
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that was bathed in prayer from the very beginning until

David Crouch, '70

the end. Twelve months later, on Nov. 1, 2012, Dr. John 0.
Simmons, board chairman, announced the selection of Dr.
Bruce Mclarty to become the fifth president of Harding
University [Page 10).
I stated my support for Dr. Mclarty on that occasion. It has been my privilege to
work with him as vice president of spiritual life at Harding for the past seven years. He
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has been a member of my cabinet and has been a very strong voice for the University.
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He is a man of deep faith and a person who understands and believes in our unique
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mission at Harding. I am confident that he will lead Harding in a positive and beauti-
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ful way in the future. He is a man blessed with a brilliant mind and a very humble
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spirit. He will chair our strategic planning committee this spring semester as he works
with the entire Harding University family in completing a plan for the next five years. I
urge you to embrace him just as you have embraced me during the past 26 years.

This transition also involves our chancellor, Dr. Clifton L.
Ganus Jr., who will become chancellor emeritus after 26 years
in this position [Page 22]. Dr. Ganus has been supportive of
my work in every way for the past 26 years. All of us in the
Harding family salute him for his work on the occasion of his
retirement this spring as our chancellor.
Words cannot begin to express our love for this man and our admiration for all the
work he has done as president and chancellor for the past 48 years. What a legacy he
has left for all of us. I hope and pray that I can continue this example in some small
way as I become chancellor. H
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Student Photographer

Camille M. Reeves
Assistant to the Director of Alumni Relations

Emily Van Zandt
Arkansas-Democrat Gazette Staff Writer

Harding is published in January, May
and October by the Public Relations
Office for alumni, faculty, staff,
parents and friends of the University.
Editorial offices are located on the
second floor of the John Mabee
American Heritage Center at 915 E.
Market Ave., Searcy, Ark.; 501-2794316; fax: 501-279-4154.

Postmaster: Send address changes
to Harding University, Box 12234,
Searcy, AR 72149-2234-

Blog: hunet.harding.edu/wordpress/

magazine/
Email: hardingmag@harding.edu
Website: www.harding.edu/mag

© 2013 Harding University

ON THE COVER

Dr. Bruce Mclarty addresses attendees at a press conference announcing
him as the next president of Harding
Nov. 1, 2012. Photo by Ashel Parsons.

A magnificent sunset greeted the crowd at
the Harding versus Henderson State football
game. Even though the Bisons lost that
game, the football team finished the 2012
season 9-2 and ranked No. 19 in the final
AFCA Division II Coaches Poll. [Page 9)
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Physical therapy gains new facilities
July 22, 2010, President
David B. Burks announced
the launching of a physical
therapy program leading
to the Doctor of Physical
Therapy degree. Since then,
this three-year program has
experienced tremendous
growth, mandating a need for
additional space.
The program's first home
was in the Claud Rogers
Lee building. After quickly
outgrowing this limited
space, the chance to inhabit
the south campus of White
County Medical Center on
Main Street came about.
"It was a great opportunity
to use a space that was not
being used," Dr. Mike McGalliard, director of the physical
therapy program, said. ''And it
was less expensive than building a new building."
Until November 2005,
WCMC's south campus
belonged to Central Arkansas
Hospital. Since then, WCMC
On

has used much of the area for
a number of health and rehabilitation programs. When
University administrators
found out about an area on
this campus that was vacant,
the decision to rent was made.
"It has been a wonderful
setup," McGalliard said. "Having all of this extra space has
been great."
The University recently

purchased the approximately
35,000-square-foot doctor's
building located right next to
the campus' main entrance.
Renovations on this building
are currently underway. The
physical therapy program will
occupy about 20,000 squarefeet of the new facility, expected to be complete by summer
2013. Their space will include
two large classrooms and

two labs. The program will
maintain a presence in its current building with the gross
anatomy lab.
The first cohort of students
began the program last year
and will graduate in spring
2014. This fall, the program
enrolled 35 students to its
second class; that number will
remain consistent with each
new class.

Providing hope and relief for victims of Hurricane Sandy
Hurricane Sandy devastated much of

the Northeast Oct. 29, 2012, carving a
path along the coast. Striking states from
Florida to Maine, Sandy proved especially
damaging to New Jersey and New York.
For Carl Williamson ('02), lead evangelist
for Gateway Church of Christ, the storm
revealed a way to share Christ with a
nearby community.
"My wife, Alicia ('04) , and I have never
been through such a horrible tragedy, and
personally our lives have not been affected
like those that live in Union Beach, N.J. ,
whom we are serving," Williamson said.
In the days leading up to the storm,
the usually busy roads were stilled and
the quick pace of day-to-day life slowed
as families took refuge in their homes
preparing for Sandy's impact.
"During the storm there were heavy
winds and lots of rain. What was really
scary was at night when the winds started
to sway and several of the electrical wires
began sparking. This made it especially
scary for our two girls, Zoe and Elle.
2
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''After the storm, the biggest frustration was no power. We spent the first six
days filling our toilet with water from
the rain barrel outside and eating all the
food that was going bad in the freezer
and refrigerator. We actually had several
wonderful family days. As a family this
really helped us to slow down. "
The Gateway Church of Christ was
established a little more than a year ago
and is the offspring of a church-planting
mission the couple embarked on eight
years ago with other University graduates.
In the wake of Sandy's destruction, the
church reached out to help the neighboring community of Union Beach.
"The church has come along side those
who are hurting to help them out with their
basic needs, secondary needs and spiritual
needs," Williamson said. "We have provided basic supplies, furniture, appliances and
mattresses through the Churches of Christ
Disaster Relief [in Nashville, Tenn.] and
have had teams of church members come
and work and volunteer in Union Beach.

Every day I spend my own time in Union
Beach from about 8 a.m. until 7 p.m."
A town of2,600 homes, 50 of Union
Beach's residences were flattened with
160 more that have to be demolished.
More than 1,000 homes were flooded
with two or more feet of water.
Williamson stated that Hurricane
Sandy forced himself and those around
him to look beyond themselves to those
in greater need. And the need is great.
"The tough part about being in Union
Beach is seeing all the ways that I just do
not have the capacity to help. I wish that
I could some how give enough money
to each family to not only rebuild their
houses but help get their families back to
normal. However, I see that the struggle at
this present time is bringing about great
opportunities to spread the gospel, and I
believe many will know Jesus through the
Gateway Church and what God is doing
through her," Williamson said. "I am
proud to say that I am a part of what God is
doing in New Jersey through his church."

Evertt Huffard sells food
at the market. Participants
would later prepare the
food they bought.

Global Missions Experience offers hands-on learning
More than 800 college students from across
the country attended the 52nd annual
Global Missions Experience Sept. 27-30 in
Floral, Ark., at Harding University Tahkodah.
Formerly known as the World Mission
Workshop, this was the University's ninth
time to host the event. The name change
reflects a shift in the focus of the conference from a primarily lecture-based format
to a hands-on experiential learning opportunity for students to gain practical knowledge that will aid them in the mission field.
During the workshop, students had
the opportunity to simulate life in Africa,
southeastern Asia, Central America, Appalachia, slums of the urban developing
world, and refugee camps.
According to Dr. Shawn Daggett, director of Global Missions Experience, this

year's workshop incorporated elements of
urban ministry in addition to the rural development techniques offered in the past.
The theme for this year's workshop was
"Paint My Life for Your Glory."
"We are but an empty canvas, and we
desire God to paint his message to the
world on our life," Daggett said. "We're
nothing but just a billboard for what God
wants to say to the world."
A regular part of the event is sending off
teams from various Christian schools that
will soon be going into the mission field.
This year, the event featured a prayer that
connected missionaries both old and new.
"When we were thinking about various
teachers we could get for each station at
the Global Missions Experience, Dr. Monte
Cox said that it was the 30th anniversary

of when his team left to go to the field
in Eldoret, Kenya," Daggett said. "So, we
invited his former team members to be
presenters and be part of the experience."
On Friday night, David and Jenna Reese,
Jonathan and Deborah Stracer, and Nathan
and Laura Thomas - a team who left
for Tanzania in early January - had the
opportunity to interview the Eldoret team
about their experience.
"We wanted to take the opportunity to
let the new, inexperienced missionaries who
were about to leave ask questions to those
who had already been," Daggett said. "It
was awe inspiring. For many students, another country is so far away. It showed a full
circle of someone who went out from where
they are and then came back to train people
who are now going who are just like them."
WINTER 2013
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Lasting Legacy
Andy and Kathryn Ritchie served the Lord through their work at Harding.
A building in Legacy Park stands in their honor, paying tribute to their
dedication to the University and the impact of their lives.
Andy (1909-83) and Kathryn
Cullum (1909-2000) Ritchie
were both a wonderful source
of inspiration and encouragement to the hundreds of
students with whom they
worked. Teaching at Harding
for more than 20 years, the

couple was active in their service to God and in their roles
on campus.
Andy's life spanned the
gamut of Christian service,
song leading, preaching, teaching, campaign work and writing. A central part of Andy's

life was singing, and, in his
book Thou Shalt Worship the
Lord, Thy God, he was able to
share his ideas about singing
and other aspects of worship.
Andy became interested in
personal evangelism when he
was a young, full-time preacher
in Georgia. In fall 1946, when
he came to Searcy as professor
of music and director of the
a cappella chorus at Harding,
he was asked to sponsor the
personal evangelism group.
That year he received a request
from the church in Hamilton,
Ontario, Canada, to bring students for a summer evangelistic effort. This began a series of
similar campaigns that he led
for 15 summers.
Kathryn taught math at
Harding Academy and worked
to help Andy's campaign
travels spreading God's word
with Harding students. Together, they worked in perfect
harmony making their lives a
beautiful song for the Lord.
The Ritchie family gathers in front
of the apartment building honoring
Andy and Kathryn Ritchie following
dedication ceremonies at Legacy
Park Oct. 27, 2012.

NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKER S
College of Arts
and Humanities

Department of
Art and Design
Dr. John Keller, professor
and chair, had a watercolor
painting accepted in the
Mid-Southern Watercolorists
Annual Show in October 2012.
Department of Music
Twelve students made it to
semifinals in the National
Association of Teachers of
Singing conference. Nate
White, a senior music major
4
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from Omaha, Neb., placed
fourth in the classical
division for senior men.
The University Bass Drum
Ensemble competed in the
Small Ensemble Marching
Competition at the Percussive
Arts Society International
Convention in Austin, Texas,
November 2012 for the first
time. The ensemble performed
a piece written by Dr. Wesley
Parker, assistant professor,
titled "Break Down."

College of Nursing
Dr. Cathleen Shultz, professor

Rock October 2012.

and dean, was sworn in by
Judge Michael Lincoln to
the Arkansas State Board of
Nursing October 2012.
Dr. Melodee Harris, associate
professor, was inducted as a
fellow of the Gerontological
Society fall 2012.
The Harding Nursing Student
Association won the 2012
Outstanding Newsletter Award
at the Arkansas State Nursing
Student Convention in Little

College of Sciences

Department of Chemistry
Dr. Dennis Matlock, associate
professor, had an article
published in the Journal of
Molecular Biology titled "Dda
Helicase Tightly Couples
Translocation on SingleStranded DNA to Unwinding
of Duplex DNA: Dda Is an
Optimally Active Helicase."
The article provided the
theme for the illustration on
the front cover.

Department of
Engineering and Physics
Dr. Jonathan White, assistant
professor, has been selected
in a national competition to
participate in the Air Force
Visiting Faculty Research
Program. He will spend three
months during the summer
working at the Griffiss
Research Laboratory in Rome,
N.Y., which is part of the Air
Force Information Directorate.
White will be researching
novel methods to promote
cyber security through fault-
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Construction
project flies high
The International Programs office went above

and beyond with their fall office remodel. The
interiors of an MD 88 and a Boeing 757 Delta
airplane now occupy the reception area of the
16-foot by 9-foot office.
"I wanted to think of creative ways to
decorate the office and make students more
comfortable," said Dr. Jeff Hopper, dean of
international programs.
His idea came from an advertisement that
appeared in Delta's Sky magazine. The ad featured a company that removed upholstery from
aircraft seats and used the material to construct
leather purses and handbags.
"I thought that if they were willing to turn
their seats into purses and handbags, they might
be willing to turn their seats into seats," he said.
After speaking to various administrative offices within the company's technical operations
division, the University's international programs office was invited to visit a warehouse in
Atlanta. Hopper and two administrative assistants flew to the warehouse, filled up a U-Haul
with airplane parts, and drove back to Searcy.
To tackle the obstacle of assembling the parts,
Hopper sought counsel with Danny DeRamus, director of physical resources. De Ramus
brought up that this task was more like a drama
set and not necessarily a construction project.
Hopper contacted Assistant Technical Director Ben Jones to help with assembling. In just a
few days, Jones and a team of students assembled the parts, and the planes found their new
home at Harding.
"I want to make visiting our office something to do," Hopper said. "Just as it encourages
students to attend Harding by coming to the
campus, I hope that it will increase the chances
that students will take advantage of studying
abroad simply by coming to our office. "

Seated in actual airplane seats,
students learn from International
Programs administrator Lauren Wigginton about the seven international
programs the University offers.

RS NEWS MAKERS NEWS MAKERS NEWS MAKERS NEWS MAKERS NEWS MAKERS NEWS MAKE
tolerant computing software/
hardware design.
Department of Exerdse
and Sports Sdences
Dr. Ken Turley, professor
and chair, had an article
published in Pediatric Exercise
Science titled "Effects of
Caffeine on Anaerobic
Performance in Boys."
Department of Family
and Consumer Sdences
Dr. Crystal Whittington,
assistant professor, and Dr.
Beth Wilson, professor and

chair, were co-presenters for
a workshop at the Arkansas
Parenting Education Network
14th Annual Conference Sept.
24, 2012, in Hot Springs,
Ark. The title of the workshop
was "Family Life and Media's
Influence." In addition,
Wilson served as continuing
education coordinator for
the conference, which
had approximately 700
professionals in attendance.
Whittington and Wilson were
co-presenters at the 51st
annual conference of the

Arkansas Early Childhood
Association in Hot Spring, Ark.,
in October. The presentation
was titled "What Chocolate and
Coffee Won't Do."
Wilson and Whittington,
along with student copresenters Kelli Mott, a
senior from Tyler, Texas, and
Autumn Taylor, a senior from
Sherman, Texas, conducted
workshops at the 15th annual
Northcentral Arkansas Child
Care Conference held in
Batesville, Ark., September
2012. Wilson and Mott

conducted an interactive
session entitled, "Believe
in Healthier Eating and
Physical Activity for Kids."
Whittington and Taylor
addressed the topic of "The
Recipe for Healthy Behavior"
which helped participants
understand and develop
strategies for challenging
behaviors in young children.
Brittany Cowdery, a senior
family and consumer sciences
major from Waverly, W. Va.,
was elected as a national
student board member at

the Kappa Omicron Nu Honor
Society Leadership Institute
and Undergraduate Research
Conference in East Lansing,
Mich., in October. The vice
president of Harding's Nu
Delta chapter of Kappa
Omicron Nu, Cowdery will
attend national board
meetings and lead the honor
society with two other
student board members until
the next national conference
in 2014.
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Latest Honors
Symposium session
explores media
As a result of its popularity, Honors Symposium is growing from four sessions to
five beginning this summer. The fifth session will be focused on multimedia and
the opportunities and challenges faced in
a media-driven world.
Hundreds of high school juniors spend
two weeks on the University campus each
summer being challenged, encouraged
and uplifted during Honors Symposium,
exploring how they fit into the world as
Christians through academic classes and
activities led by Harding professors.
"The purpose of Honors Symposium
is to change worldview and to expose high
school students to a new way of thinking," said director of the mass communication program Jim Miller, co-director

of the new session. "In this new session,
we will examine how media are shaping
worldviews. We will grapple with ethics
in a digital world. We will learn about cultures by examining the stories that define
them. And we will help tell the stories of
people who are making a positive difference in the world."

culture through reading, writing, filming
and publishing.
"Jesus was the ultimate storyteller,"
Miller said. "He used stories to teach,
challenge, inspire and rebul<e. He
revealed truth through stories. This new
session of Honors Symposium will expose students to the power of storytelling

II

JESUS WAS THE ULTIMATE STORYTELLER. HE USED
STORIES TO TEACH, CHALLENGE, INSPIRE AND REBUKE. HE
REVEALED TRUTH THROUGH STORIES. THIS NEW SESSION OF
HONORS SYMPOSIUM WILL EXPOSE STUDENTS TO THE POWER
OF STORYTELLING IN AMEDIA-DRIVEN WORLD. , ,

During Honors Symposium E, distinguished faculty from across campus will
engage students in a thought-provoking
study of media, communication and

in a media-driven world."
For more information about this or the
other Honors Symposiums offered, visit
www.harding.edu/ symposium/.

Spring Sing turns 40
During the recent election, Arkansas voters narrowly rejected
a ballot initiative calling for the legalization of marijuana for
medical use. Setting aside the many political, legal, ethical
and moral aspects of this issue, we asked Dr. Scott Weston,
associate professor of pharmacy and director of curriculum
development, to focus on some of the health care-related
facets of the medical use of marijuana.

Does medical marijuana "work?" It depends upon the medical
'S...t lll""-R. PI
condition being discussed. There is no doubt that the primary
chemical ingredient found in marijuana has therapeutic activity in a variety of different
medical conditions. In particular, "cannabinoids" have been shown in multiple clinical trials to have beneficial effects in the treatment of nausea, vomiting and pain in
patients receiving cancer chemotherapy. This activity has led to the development of
several pharmaceutical products based around marijuana's primary chemical ingredient.
Other cannabinoid-based products have been approved for appetite stimulation in AIDS
patients and relief of pain and muscle spasticity in multiple sclerosis patients.
So, why shouldn't I use marijuana for my medical condition? In addition to the
potential adverse legal consequences, there are also several health-related concerns
associated with the use of medical marijuana. One major concern regarding the use of
medical marijuana is that of purity. The typical marijuana cigarette contains more than
400 different chemicals, and we simply don't know whether many of those chemicals are
safe for human use. In addition, unlike with pharmaceutical products, there is no way to
know what dose of cannabinoids a medical marijuana user is receiving. Marijuana smoke,
like tobacco smoke, is known to contain irritants and potential carcinogens that can lead
to lung disease. Finally, cannabinoids are psychoactive agents with potential for physical
and psychological addiction.
In summary, for any medical condition that might be treated with medical marijuana,
there are other safer and legal medications that are available as better alternatives. As
Christ-followers, we are called to make wise choices about what we put into our bodies:
"Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom
you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore
honor God with your bodies." (1 Cor. 6:19-20, NIV)
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Celebrating its 40th anniversary, Spring
Sing is "Larger Than Life" this year,
presenting the legends of music through
the years as well as the unique myths and
legends oflife at Harding March 28-30.
Twenty-one social clubs will perform in
seven acts along with the University Jazz
Band and Spring Sing Ensemble.
The trend of five hosts rather than the
traditional four from last year's "Slightly
Askew" carries over to this show. Past
host Benji Holder, senior music education
major from Fort Wayne, Ind., is joined by
junior Tori Wisely, English and Spanish
major from O'Fallon, Ill.; sophomores
Austin Collum, music major from Cherokee, Ala., and Lindsey Sloan, communication sciences and disorders major from
Willard, Mo.; and freshman Jonathan Andrew, theatre major from Pittsburgh, Pa.
"We have five hosts and hostesses
this year because four is just too normal,
and this show is 'Larger Than Life!"' said
Spring Sing director Steven Frye. "Sets
will be big. Effects will be big. Everything
will be big! On a personal note, I think
it is appropriate with the 40th anniversary of Spring Sing and the retirement
of Dr. Burks as president that we should
celebrate those things that catch us up in
something bigger than ourselves."
For show times and ticket information, visit www.harding.edu/springsing.
Tickets may be purchased at www.harding
tickets. com.

.•',,•

■
New program
launched for
young alumni
In October 2012, the Advancement Office launched
Generation HU, a program
specifically aimed to keep
graduates of the last 10 years
connected to the University.
Generation HU is based
on the three platforms of
networking, serving and
giving- each one furnishing alumni opportunities to
continue a relationship with
the University. The program
supplies several networking
services to young alumni that
includes providing job search
support, offering resume consultation, creating professional connections, and helping
alumni settle in a new area.
"When students graduate
from Harding, they become
part of a very large network,"
said Dr. Mike Williams,
vice president of University
Advancement. "Our goal with
Generation HU is to engage
young alumni in a meaningful
and beneficial way. We want
to provide great pathways for
them professionally. They can
provide the University with
tremendous counsel to help
us stay relevant in the marketplace. By giving their time,
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talent and financial resources,
they make a tremendous
impact on the next generation
of Harding graduates."
As a part of serving,
Generation HU will host
Bisons for Christ Nationwide,
an extension of the University' s annual day of service

Two words are guaranteed to put a smile on the face of a college student: snow

day. Jan. 14, 1988, saw the University's first-ever snow day after a winter storm
dumped 13.5 inches of snow on Searcy. Dr. David B. Burks, in his first year as president, made the call to cancel Thursday classes, which allowed students to perfect
their snowball throwing and snowman building.

in the spring. This event will
facilitate service projects led
by University alumni across
the country.
In addition to giving
money, Generation HU also
encourages alumni to visit
campus, interact with students, and share professional
experiences in classes.
"We want young alumni to
see Harding as a resource for
job help, a place that holds a
lot of memories, and a university that is still working to
help them after graduation,"
said Jordan Smith, young
alumni associate. "In order
to give future students the
same quality Harding experience many of us had, young
alumni are called to make an
impact by supporting their
alma mater and being a part
of Generation HU."

Connecting through streaming
The University's department
of communication is streaming live on the Web at streaming.harding.edu. The feed is
displayed through Harding's
updated version of The Link
at thelink.harding.edu.
Viewers worldwide can
watch the 24-hour live broadcasts of daily chapel at 10 a.m.
CST, sporting events, and
TV16's "Live at Five" newscast. Other campus activities
from KVHU 95.3 and AM
1660 radio stations are also
streamed live on the Internet
24 hours per day.
"The 24-hour live stream
ofTV16 and KVHU allows
users from across the world
to watch and listen to events
on campus in real time,"
Assistant Professor of Com-

munication Jim Miller said.
"This capability gives alumni,
friends and family the opportunity to stay connected to
Harding through the airing
of chapel at 10 a.m. every
weekday, Harding University
and Academy events, as well
as other student produced
work such as the 'Live at
Five' newscast."
The streaming.harding.
edu page provides users with
information to connect with
the University. It also highlights TV16's daily programming schedule and a list of
sporting events that will be
streamed live this fall. The
page directs users to archived
content including Lectureship
presentations and previous
chapel programs.
WINTER 2013
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Softball making a comeback
By S co TT Go o D E , assistant athletic director for sports information

On April 6, 1981, Harding's womens softball team split a
doubleheader at University of Arkansas-Monticello. The
games were the first-ever intercollegiate contests for a
womens team at the University. >Harding's initial foray
into women's softball lasted five seasons
before it was canceled due to the small
number of college teams to compete
against. When Harding's program
ended, Arkansas Tech was the only other
university in the Arkansas Intercollegiate
Conference that offered the sport.
In spring 2014, women's softball will
be back at the University. Athletics Director Greg Harnden announced the addition in November 2011 and hired Phil
Berry ('84) to coach the team in August.
'J\dding softball is something we have
discussed at Harding for a long time,"

Harnden said. "With our move to the
Great American Conference, we feel like
the timing is right."
Berry was instrumental in the development of the Atlanta Vipers Fast Pitch
Club and has served as head coach,
member of the advisory board and chairman. He recorded more than 700 wins
as a travel ball coach and had five top-25
national finishes. His most recent team,
Atlanta Vipers (Berry) 18-Gold, had 13
players committed to play in college, including 11 at the NCAA Division I level.
"I started coaching fast-pitch softball,

Women's softball
coach Phil Ber
discusses his ·
coaching philosphy at the first
softball tryouts
in November.

~
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as many of us do, with daughters getting
involved in the game," Berry said. "I grew
a team from 8 and under and coached
them all the way through the 18-Gold
amateur level."
In 2005 , Berry revived a dormant
softball program at North Cobb Christian
School in Kennesaw, Ga., and served as
head middle school coach until 2009.
He has been assistant coach for the high
school since 2010.
Berry plans for the team to have a
definite direction.
"We believe the softball program at
Harding is going to be a faithful family.
That is what we are going to principal
the program around, and we can't wait
to have them come to this university and
honor God, honor their family, honor
their softball team, and honor Harding
as they have the opportunity to create a
brand new program. "
Berry has already begun to build his
first team. During the first NCAA signing
period in November, Berry signed the
first four Lady Bison softball players infielder Courtney Chambers (Grandview,
Texas) , catcher Maegan Hall (Dallas,
Ga.), outfielder/pitcher Mackenzie Jones
(Frisco, Texas) , and pitcher/utility Brooke
Moon (Loganville, Ga.) .
"We were able to secure four talented
young ladies," Berry said. "They are all
exceptional athletes who will help us lay
the foundation for the softball program in
addition to the players already on campus.
All of these young ladies have embraced
the challenge of restarting the softball
program and eagerly anticipate the 'firsts'
they will encounter over the next year or
so - first workouts, practices, games, etc.
There is tremendous excitement about
the program as softball returning to Harding begins to become a reality with the
signing of this first recruiting class. We
look forward to the announcement in the
spring signing period of additional players who will join them."
Construction on the new intercollegiate softball field will begin in the spring.
The stadium will be just west of Jerry
Moore Field, the University's baseball stadium, on the corner of Burks Boulevard
and Bison Lane. H

Men's cross-country
RECAP: The 2012 men's cross-country team placed 14th of 23 teams in
the NCAA Division II Central Region Meet. The Bisons reached the Central Region Meet by placing second at the Great American Conference
Meet. Sophomore Lajos Farkas was the Bisons' top finisher in all six
races. He placed fifth at the GAC Championship to earn All-GAC honors
and finished 39th at the Central Region Meet. Junior Matthew Cumpian
and sophomore Logan Green also earned All-GAC. Cumpian finished
eighth in the conference meet, and Green placed ninth.

Women's cross-country
RECAP: Sophomore Ewa Zaborowska became the first Lady Bison in five
seasons to earn All-America honors in cross-country when she placed
18th at the NCAA Division II National Championship Meet on Nov. 17
in Joplin, Mo. Zaborowska completed the 6K course in 21 minutes, 4.8
seconds, the second-fastest time ever by a Harding runner in the NCAA
National Meet. Zaborowska qualified for the national meet by placing
sixth at the NCAA Division II Central Region Meet, also in Joplin, Mo.
She finished in 21:22.3 on the same course and earned All-Central
Region honors. The Lady Bisons finished 11th of 26 teams at the meet.
Freshman Kelsey Taylor was the teams' second finisher, placing 50th
in 22:40.5. On Oct. 20, Zaborowska became the second straight Lady
Bison runner to win the Great American Conference individual championship, leading the team to a second-place finish. Zaborowska won the
5K conference championship in 18:18.5 and was named GAC Runner of
the Year. Taylor placed fourth and was the GAC Freshman of the Year.
Freshman Tammy Kim placed 10th and also earned All-GAC honors.

season appearance was the first for Harding football since reaching
the NAIA Playoffs in 1992. The team went 6-0 on the road during the
regular season for the first time since 1972. Harding had a schoolrecord 15 players earn All-GAC honors. First Team All-GAC honorees
included fullback Romo Westbrook, quarterback Kelvin Martin, offensive
lineman Austin Smithey, defensive end Ty Powell, linebacker Aaron
Gillaspie, cornerback Roderick Cohn and kicker John Gay. Offensively,
Harding finished fourth in Division II in rushing offense, averaging
320.55 rushing yards. It is the third straight season the Bisons finished
in the top five nationally in rushing and the third-best rushing average
by a Harding team. Defensively, the team was seventh in total defense,
allowing only 284.45 yards per game.

Men's soccer
RECORD: 4-11-3, conference 2-7-1
RECAP: Men's soccer completed their first season in the Mid-America

Intercollegiate Athletics Association fifth among eight teams under
new head coach Odie Guzman. Harding was led offensively by junior
Ryan Wilhelm, who scored a team-high five goals and added three
assists. Senior Jackson Savage earned All-Central Region honors and
had four goals and three assists. The team's top defender, senior Rhon
Royer, earned Second Team All-MIAA and All-Central Region honors. Sophomore defender Gehrig Haberstock was also an All-Central
Region honoree. Freshman Chase Keeney started 13 of the 18 games
at goalkeeper and finished third in the MIAA with a 1.41 goals against
average and was also third in the conference with three shutouts.

Women's soccer

Football

RECORD: 7-9-2, 4-5-1 conference
RECAP: Under 12th-year head coach Greg Harris, Lady Bison soccer tied

RECORD: 9-2, 7-1 in conference
RECAP: The 2012 football season was one of the best in program his-

for fourth of six teams in conference standings. The highlight of the
2012 team was its ability to capitalize on overtime. The Lady Bisons
went to overtime a school-record five times and finished with three
wins and two ties. Junior Jenna Taylor scored six of Harding's 20 goals
and tied freshman Audrey Atkison for the team lead with three assists.
She scored three of the team's seven game-winning goals and earned
Second Team All-GA( honors. Freshman Larkin Hatcher was second on
the team with three goals. Junior defender Hannah Hatcher helped limit
opponents to only 1.85 goals per game and earned First Team All-GAC.

tory. The Bisons qualified for their first NCAA Division II playoff game
after finishing the regular season 9-1 overall and 7-1 in the Great
American Conference. The Bisons finished second in the conference
standings behind undefeated Henderson State University. The post-

Volleyball
RECORD: 28-6, 14-0 conference
RECAP: Under first-year head coach Meredith Fear, the volleyball team

won its first conference tournament since 2003. The Lady Bisons won
their final 14 matches of the season and defeated Arkansas Tech University in the championship of the Great American Conference Tournament.
The team was a perfect 13-0 at home, recording its first undefeated
home season since going 11-0 in 2004. The Lady Bisons had their first
undefeated conference season since 2006 and only the third in program
history. Five Lady Bisons earned All-GAC honors, including junior outside hitter Mollie Arnold who was named GAC Player of the Year. Senior
setter Amber Schinzing was also First Team All-GAC. Second Team AllGAC honorees included sophomore middle blocker Liv Savage and junior
middle blocker Alyssa Short. Senior right-side hitter Bailee Graham was
named honorable mention. Fear was named GAC Coach of the Year.

For the latest sports information, visit www.hardingsports.com.
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Sitting down with
the future University
president and first lady
By

JENNIFER HANNIGAN

uring Homecoming,
a time of reflecting
and reminiscing on
the University's past,
Dr. Bruce Mclarty,
vice president of spiritual life, and
his wife, Ann, found themselves
more focused on its future and their
place in it as they found out that
weekend Mclarty had been chosen
as Harding's fifth president.
»
First Lady Leah Burks {far left) and Terrie Smith, director of
catering for Aramark {far right), chat with Charity and Ann
Mclarty following the Nov. 1 press conference.

After presenting Dr.
Bruce Mclarty as Harding's next president,
Board Chairman John
Simmons gives a congratulatory handshake.

WITH GO □ AS OUR HELP AN □ OUR STRENGTH, HAR □ ING Will CONTINUE TO OFFER HIGHER
E□UCATl □N THAT IS THOROUGHLY CHRISTIAN, ACA□EMICALL YEXCELLENT, AND FINANCIAll Y
ACCESSIBLE TO All. Dr. Bruce Mclarty, presidential announcement press conference, Nov. 1, 2012
"Is there a time we can get together and
talk this afternoon?" Dr. John 0. Simmons, chairman of the board of trustees,
had asked Mclarty at the dedication of
Legacy Park Apartments. The seemingly
simple question actually was packed with a
year's worth of work.
The board of trustees met that weekend
in October and was farther along in the
presidential selection process than their
original February deadline, something
Simmons alluded to in his remarks during
the Black and Gold Banquet.
"The first inkling I got that something
was happening was when Simmons got up
at the Black and Gold Banquet to give the
status report, and he said things were going well," Mclarty said. "He chuckled and
said, 'Matter of fact, we're way ahead of
schedule.' I knew the schedule was to get
it down to three or four at this meeting, so
'way ahead of schedule' could only mean
one thing - they'd decided."
Simmons arrived at the McLartys' home
later that evening and, sitting in their
living room, extended the invitation to
Mclarty to become University president.
'J\fter we had talked for a good while,
he then looked at me and asked, 'Are you
willing to accept it?"' Mclarty said. "It
never dawned on me that it was a question. It was a very in-depth application
process. You wouldn't have gone on with
it if you weren't fully committed, but it's a

great question. And I said, 'I do,' and Ann
said that she was willing to accept this as
well. Then he left, and we've been trying to
catch up with our feelings ever since."
■
Mclarty first arrived on Harding's campus
in 1975. Growing up in Memphis, Tenn.,
he attended Harding Academy, and the
majority of his youth group made the drive
to Searcy for college, leading him to follow
suit and attend Harding. Ann, who was
raised in Ashland, Ohio, arrived in 1976.
Her grandmother encouraged her to attend.
"My grandmother wanted me to come
here so badly because she had heard about
that 'little Harding school.' That's how she
would put it," Ann said.
Ann wanted to attend the University to
study nursing, inspired by her time helping her father care for her mother who had
multiple sclerosis.
"I was comfortable in that world, it
wasn't fearful to me, and I loved the study
of science," she said. "I really liked taking
care of people, so I decided I'd pursue it."
For Mclarty, it was preaching.
"I had a wonderful preacher, Leon
Sanderson, and he had a young men's
training class, teaching us how to lead
singing and how to give little talks at
church," he said. "That was the first time
I ever stood up and made a presentation
at church. I think God gives us gifts and
then the church affirms those. That's what

The University's next first
lady, Ann Mclarty(center),
pauses at the presidential
announcement with her
daughters, Charity Mclarty
and Jessica McCumpsey.
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happened in my life; when I began to take
leadership roles in church, there were a
lot of people in the congregation who affirmed those gifts, so by the time I got to
college, that was very much my focus."
The couple met in a fashion similar to
many other Harding couples - through
their brother and sister social clubs.
Through library study sessions, campus
movies and church dates, which transitioned into a long-distance relationship
after Mclarty graduated in 1978, they married after Ann graduated in 1980. From
there, the couple lived in several places,
beginning in Marks, Miss., then Memphis,
Tenn.; Kenya, Africa; and Cookeville, Tenn.
During the six years they lived in Cookeville, various church search committees
would come to hear Mclarty speak in hopes
of hiring him for their congregation.
"We'd say we weren't interested, but if
College Church in Searcy called, we might
consider moving," Ann said. "It got to be
a joke -we never dreamed in a million
years it would happen."
But it did.
When College Church of Christ, a
place that had a great hand in shaping
the McLartys during their time at Harding, called and asked him to apply for
the preaching job, Mclarty eagerly agreed.
Upon receiving the news Mclarty had
been hired, the couple, along with their
two daughters, Charity and Jessica, relocated to Searcy in a mere six weeks in 1991.
"I had only been out of college 11 years,
so coming here as the preacher's wife at
age 33 was really very intimidating," Ann
said. 'J\11 of a sudden you're in a world
where your professors are now your peers."
They were quickly welcomed and made
to feel comfortable, though, by the church
and its members.
'J\s the preacher, people away from here
would often ask, 'What is it like to preach
to Neale Pryor, Jimmy Allen and Dr. Ganus?"' Mclarty said. "I found very quickly
that those are the biggest encouragers, and
they've got your back."
In working with College Church,
Mclarty was able to reconnect with the
University, speaking at Wednesday night
devotionals on campus and attending
chapel. In spring 2005 he applied, interviewed for and was hired as vice president
for spiritual life - a newly created position that would focus on the University's
spiritual well being - in conjunction with

Junior Kayla Rosu and senior Bethany Bullough
share Dr. Bruce Mclarty's enthusiam. The two
girls attend Mclarty's Wednesday night home
Bible study.

serving as dean for the College of Bible
and Ministry. After returning from a summer spent teaching with the University's
study abroad program in Greece, he began
his new role.
"I moved across the street and into a different world," he said. "I had been a part of
Harding since I was a student, and yet I'd
never been a part of Harding in this way."
Ann re-entered the Harding world as
a nurse for the schoofs health center,
enjoying her role as on-campus mother to
sick students.
"It's so much fun to watch them mature
through those four years and learn to care
for themselves and be able to watch them
launch into life," she said.
Adds Mclarty, "It's also the perfect job
for Ann because it's part mother and part
nursing, and she's wonderful at both, so
it's been a good fit I think."
Upon accepting the job of vice president for spiritual life, Mclarty was asked if
he would be willing to pursue his doctorate degree. He jumped at the opportunity,
choosing to earn his Doctor of Ministry
from Ashland (Ohio) Theological Seminary.
''A really wonderful fit about Ashland
for me was that the school reminds me
of Harding; even the buildings look the
same," Mclarty said.
For his dissertation, Mclarty looked
into faith-based schools and the path they
had taken.
"Lots had been written about how faithfounded schools can disengage eventually
from their faith and oftentimes become
secular, if not an outright enemy of the faith
that founded them. So how do we work so
that that never ever happens at Harding?"

The resulting work became the resource adopted by the University called
"Embracing the Mission" - a five-chapter
curriculum that Mclarty teaches to new
faculty every year.
"I get to spend about seven hours with
them in their orientation week, telling
them the Harding story, the mission that
defines us, and what it means to approach
everything with a Christian worldview. I
love to work with these new teachers and
to watch their eyes light up. They see what
this is. It's not just another school; it's a
unique mission that we get to be a part of."

•

In 2006, with Dr. David B. Burks nearing

retirement age and agreeing to a five-year
contract, the Harding community began
counting down to see who would be the
University's next president.
"Everybody could see the change coming from a long way off," Mclarty said. "So
Ann and I had time to talk, and we've said
all along that we want to be ready if called.
If the opportunity is there, if God opens
the door, we want to do whatever we need
to do to prepare ourselves to walk through
that door."
The couple had adopted a code phrase
when referring to the potential presidency
during that time.
"We would always refer to it as, 'If that
which cannot be named comes to pass .. .'
That's been our code language with each
other," Mclarty said.
When the official selection process
began, the board of trustees encouraged
alumni, students, faculty, staff and friends
of the University to submit recommendations for the future president.

"I got a letter from John Simmons
letting me know that my name had
been submitted by a number of people,"
Mclarty said. "He wanted to know if I was
interested because I had not applied at that
point. It was at that point that we made the
final decision. OK, we're in."
The presidential selection process was
a yearlong endeavor, but the McLartys had
invested lots of prayer and time into it
before the official search began.
"It was a long process," Ann said. "It
was like climbing a mountain. You reach
one point, and you can rest a while. You
feel such relief, and then you get the OK
and start climbing some more. It was an
unforgettable experience."
The application process presented
Mclarty with several sets of questions to
see how he, as president, would handle
the various tasks that come with the office.
With each finished set, he was invited to
continue with the process.
"We approached it every step of the way,
very prayerfully and with a great deal of
openness," he said. "We may not be the fit,
we may be. We would only do it because we
felt it was so important, and yet the fact that
you feel it's so important makes it a very
weighty thing for you to even consider."
It was when Simmons asked to speak
with Mclarty on that Saturday in October
that he felt the full impact of what the
chairman would have to say.
"The feeling was that this is one of
those decisions that will affect the rest of
our lives," he remembers. "Whether it's
yes or no, it will set our lives' trajectory. It
was an afternoon where we knew that we
were about to have huge news delivered
into our lives."

•

Looking ahead to the presidency, Mclarty

takes comfort in the Sermon on the Mount
where Jesus tells his audience not to worry
about tomorrow because every day has
enough trouble of its own.
''At this point, one of the strangest
things ever is that I feel far less anxiety
than I have had coming into any other job.
There may be all kinds of reasons for that,
but one of the reasons is that, hopefully,
God has taught me to leave it in his hands.
There's a peace about this, and I also think
a lot of it is that we've had 21 years here in
the Harding community to get ready for
this adventure without even knowing what
we were getting ready for." H
',YllfH~ 2013

I Harding I 13

DYN

STY

BUILT ON FAITH
By

14

I Harding I WINTER 2013

HANNAH BEALL ,

photography by

JEFF MONTGOMERY

Korie and Willie
candidly to a Robertson speak
n overflow
d
Benson Auditon·um crow
at
Nov. 27.
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ov. 27, 2012, Harding University hosted Willie and Korie

Robertson, CE Os of Duck Commander, a mom-and-pop
turned multimillion-dollar duck call industry, and stars
of"Duck Dynasty," and two of their children, John Luke and Bella.
After being welcomed to campus with several minutes of
applause and cheering, the Robertsons, both University alumni,
emerged onto the stage of Benson Auditorium.
"Give the applause to God Almighty because you and 4.4 million others said 'yes' to a positive show that shows family values,"
Robertson said to the crowd.
The Robertsons arrived to campus that afternoon, ate a quick
lunch, and began their full schedule for the day. After a lineup
of TV interviews, a class lecture for business and communication students, a photo session, and a dinner, the couple made an
unforgettable presentation to more than 4,000 students, faculty,
staff, and members of the Searcy and surrounding communities.
Benson Auditorium was filled to capacity by 6:45 p.m. for the
couple's presentation, sponsored by the Paul R. Carter College
of Business Administration and the University's MBA program.
Close to 150 extra people filled the lobby of the Benson to watch
the presentation on TV screens. Reynolds Recital Hall accommodated an overflow group of more than 215 people to watch the
presentation via live stream. Two and a half hours prior to the
event, people were lined up outside of the auditorium doors to
position themselves for the best seats.
The couple highlighted moments of their lives and shared
stories of steppingstones that led them to where they are today.
After talking openly and honestly about their faith and how the
opportunity to be on TV came about, the couple dove into the
quirky dynamics of the rest of the Robertson family.
"It's so much fun for me to see my parents and people like Si
and how much fun they have," Willie said in the presentation.
"We have a wonderful family, and I'm so glad that America and
all [people] around the world gets to see them now."
Korie concluded the presentation with the three central lessons of what the Robertson family tries to live out and encourage
others to do the same.
"Laugh a lot, forgive each other, and give thanks to God," she
said. 'J\.t the end of the day, giving God all the glory is what's most
important. If we remember these things, we're going to be all right."

T

he pilot episode of"Duck Dynasty" aired in March 2012.

Having finished its second season, the show integrates
the family's faith, the sport of hunting, and the daily
business routine of the Robertson's duck call industry into one
30-minute episode. Though the show focuses on the family and
the business, Willie and Korie emphasize that faith is a strong
reason that this tight-knit, entertaining family works as well as
they do together in front of and behind the camera.
"To me, the reason that we do the things we do is because
there's that foundation of faith," Willie said. "For us, there are
years and years of deep rooted faith that was built, challenged
and explored. Those things were instilled in us as children. They
were bolstered when we were in college, when we moved away
from our family, and when we had to find our own way."
16
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TV shows in the 50s, 60s and even the 70s typically had a family theme and encouraged core values, similar to "Duck Dynasty."
The Robertsons feel that shows of this genre should still exist.
'Tm so glad that we are on the leading edge of bringing that
back. Being in entertainment, you stick out," Willie said. "It's
just so rare. When they do show family shows, it's not what we
think of when we hear traditional families. You can still have a
modern family like us that is successful. We're in business, but
we also have a lot of traditional family elements. We don't want
people to start believing that it doesn't exist anymore because it
certainly does."
The entire Robertson family has taken many steps to stay centered on their core values and beliefs and not get caught up in the
thrill of Hollywood's fame and attention. The family's decision to
pursue a TV show did not come without a great deal of prayer.
"Every member of the family really prayed about this decision
- what we were going to do and what impact we wanted to have and we continue to," Korie said. "We had family tall<s where we decided how we were going to guard ourselves and guard our hearts."
The Robertson family holds each other accountable. Korie
explained that the family came up with a code word to say if
someone seems to be slipping away. Both Willie and Korie acknowledged that remaining steadfast in the Lord is easier when
there is an entire family that feels the same way.
"It's cool that we're all in the same situation. We're not one
person emerging like a singer or a movie star. It's not just one
person in the family that is famous," Willie said.
"When there's just one person that's famous and everything
revolves around that person, that's a big burden for that person
to bear," Korie added.
Both Willie and Korie grew up going to church. According
to Willie, one of his earliest memories is riding to church in a
bright pink bus that visited poor neighborhoods and transported
kids to Sunday morning services.
"Did you ever ride the bus?" Willie asked Korie.
"No, I didn't ride the bus," she said laughing. 'J\.ctually, I think
I remember riding it once just to see what it was like."
As the couple reminisced on past experiences, going on
mission trips to Venezuela and Brazil, leading youth group and
children's ministry activities as teenagers, and attending Harding, Willie said that God paved the way for his family to have an
impact on the world in this way.
"We continue to view this as an opportunity the Lord has
given us, and now what are we going to do with it?" Willie said.
"For us, it's a way to share our faith. For me, it's an odd calling
[enabling me to) show my faith and bring some folks to the Lord
who are really famous and who can really impact people. They
have millions of followers themselves, and so if you can get them
brought to the Lord, then look at the impact that can happen."
The Robertson family has definitely had a significant impact on
a large and diverse audience of people. The Facebook page for the
show has more than two million likes and has had almost 420,000
people talking about it via the social medium. With a multi-million
dollar duck call business and a hit TV show that now reaches
more than four million people per week, criticism could easily be
expected. But this family has been pleasantly surprised.
When asked if they receive criticism for their choice in speak-

Willie Robertson greets his former
boss Charlie Howell while his wife,
Korie, hugs Howell's wife, Liz.
Robertson worked for Howell at
Bison Lanes as a student.

ing about their beliefs, Willie said, "It's strange, but not that
much. Even our friends in Hollywood are amazed. It's probably
coming. Any time you're this successful, I don't care what you do,
you're going to get criticized."
"I think that at first we got a little bit of criticism, mostly from
people in the church because I don't think they really understood
what we were doing," Korie said. "I think it's just that fear of
stepping out of the box and doing something different. "
"And they look at it through a microscope," Willie added.
"They look at one thing that was said or one show in particular
that they didn't necessarily agree with."
Willie said that they have learned over the years to take a step
back and look at the bigger picture. They do what they can to stay
at a distance of too much negative and too much positive feedback.
"Instead of being in a small church building and yelling and
screaming at the world, we have a chance to actually impact it,
and we're going to take that chance," Willie said. "We live in a
sinful world. You either have to retreat or fight it. We are out
there on the front lines of this thing trying to make an impact."
Being in a position to spread positive thinking and encouragement, the Robertsons view their time on the air as a ministry.
They inspire, encourage and challenge viewers to make a change
in their life if it's needed.
"If you're in a bad situation, it can get better," Willie said. "If
we didn't have all the fame and fortune and everything that comes
along with it, we're still going to be happy. At the end of the day,
it's about love and being rooted in faith. When you have faith that
big, the Bible says you can move mountains. Some of the things
on this earth seem small once you think about the big picture."
It doesn't take more than a 30-minute episode of "Duck Dynasty" to see that the Robertson family really knows how to love,

value and forgive each other. And according to Korie, it is these
key factors that continue to hold everything together.
"I think that a lot of families break up and don't stay together
because they can't forgive, they hold grudges, and they don't let
things go," Korie said. "In our show, we have a lot of silly things.
Willie forgave me for selling a squirrel. I had to forgive him for
skipping career day and going to play golf. Willie forgave Jase
and Si for breaking his Samurai sword. They're silly things on
the show, but it's an analogy for a bigger picture.
''At the end of the day, family is what is important. It's not the
little things or big things that people do to make you mad. People
are going to mess up and they're going to hurt your feelings.
They're going to do things that are going to hurt you, but, at the
end of the day, it's that love, faith and forgiveness that keeps a
family together."
"Love, faith and forgiveness are not words that are thrown out
there by the media and on TV," Willie added. "Those are core
values that have gotten us to this point."

hen the Robertson family learned about an advertisement the network made to promote the first season
of the show and the catchphrase "money, family and
ducks," they called the network to request they change the piece,
finding out that the ads had already been printed.
"We decided to just mark through 'money' with a Sharpie and
instead write 'faitli on each one that we sign," Korie said.
While the poster portrays the family in a different light, it's
no secret which of the three words the family values most: faith,
family and ducks, in that order. H
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he newest housing addition
on the edge of campus came to
life fall 2012. After the September
2011 announcement of the construction of 64 new apartments in 15
buildings, the list of future occupants
began and quickly expanded. Legacy
Park, which houses female and married
students and some staff members, has proven to be a well-suited
home for a variety of generations.
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Prayer before breakfast is part of the Swindle family's morning activities.

Rachel Swindle, residence life coordinator of Legacy Park, has
been married to Dr. Devin Swindle, assistant professor of Bible
and ministry, for 14 years. They have four boys, Isaac, Elijah,
Samuel and Josiah. The family loves Harding, hiking, the St.
Louis Cardinals and spending time together.
After moving to Searcy in 2004, they lived in the Cloverdale
neighborhood. In August, they packed up their four-bedroom
house with a large fenced yard and moved into an apartment in
Legacy Park.
"Living in Legacy suits us wonderfully!" Swindle said. "We
obviously had a bit more room in our house, which I do miss
sometimes, but there are other things here that are better for us."
Having sidewalks for her children to ride bikes on has been
very convenient. Because she would not let them ride in the
street in their previous neighborhood, her boys have really enjoyed getting to ride on the sidewalks freely.
"My older two like to go over to the main part of campus and
ride or go to the library," she said. "They are checking out books
like crazy."
She also admitted that she and her family love having Starbucks right at their front door.
As RLC of Legacy Park, Swindle is required to be consistently
available and constantly aware. Being an RLC of an apartment
complex is much different than a residence hall. She admitted
that, without having a desk that everyone passes by each day,
getting to know everyone has been difficult. She is always on the
lookout for creative ways to get residents connected.

"I had a chili supper for them in October to help overcome
this issue," Swindle said. "There will also be a couple of social
gatherings in the spring as well. I communicate with them
weekly about things going on and handle all issues that deal with
maintenance. It's my job to be the eyes, ears and mouthpiece for
Legacy Park."
In addition, she performs health and safety inspections similar to those of the residence halls on campus. Resident assistants
usually conduct these, but, since Legacy Park does not have RAs,
the responsibility falls on the RLC.
"This job is so unlike any that has ever been on this campus
before, and I'm really excited about setting the standard for it,"
she said. "Since no one has done it before me, I'm allowed a
certain amount of freedom to try things that I think might work.
However, a great deal of responsibility comes with that as well.
It may take me a couple of years to establish the best way to do
things over here."
Though their apartment is not exactly a four-bedroom house,
the family seems to have adjusted well to the significant decrease
in square footage .
"We are absolutely joyous about living here on the campus of
Harding University," Swindle said. "Devin and I are both very relational people, and we love the fact that our jobs can go hand in
hand in ministering to students. I have my residents over, and he
has his students over, and we are getting to know so many great
people. The boys are living together peacefully, most of the time
anyway, and think it's cool to live here."
»
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Emily Ford cleans the
pan after preparing
chicken and green
beans for lunch.

MAKING A HOME IN
Emily Cole met her husband, Anthony, at Impact during their
freshman year at Harding. After being married Oct. 6, 2012,
during fall break, the couple moved into Legacy Park and began
building their first home together.
"We love it here so much," Cole said. "It is very spacious and
safe. We love having a place that is brand new. Although it is off
campus, it is still not too far to walk to classes."
Cole moved into the apartment by herself in August. Apprehensive at first, she said she had no problem living alone for the
first few months.
"Since I had never lived alone before, I thought I would be
scared," she said. "But I always felt safe living here at Legacy."
Being so close to campus was also a huge selling point to the
newlyweds. With only one car, they were in need of a home in
close proximity to all of the places they would need to be.
"We were drawn to them because they are so close to campus," Cole said. "It makes it so much easier getting around since
we have different class and work schedules."

Emily Ford, a senior communication sciences and disorders major from Burleson, Texas, could not have been happier to spend
her last semester at Harding in the new complex. Once she heard
the announcement, she jumped at the chance to occupy a space.
"The urban-style neighborhood sounded really appealing
and trendy," Ford said. "When I saw the artists' rendering of a
proposed look and color scheme, I knew that was where I wanted
to be for my last semester."
As a CSD major, Ford knew she would be spending a lot of
20 I Harding
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time in the Donald W. Reynolds building where the program is
currently housed. The Legacy Park complex was far enough on
the edge of University property to feel like off.campus housing
and close enough to walk to all of the places she knew she would
need to go.
"Even though it's on the edge of campus, I feel like this is the
perfect place for me to be," Ford said. "It wouldrit be as ideal
for an underclassman with a schedule full of general education
courses each hour with none in the same building. "
Though the general idea of each apartment's layout is not significantly different than an upperclassmen female dorm, Ford says
that there is enough of a difference to make it more enjoyable.
"Ifl was in Shores or Pryor, I would hear people all around
me all the time," she said. "In Legacy Park, there are only a handful of apartments in each building. So, all of the doors arerit right
next to each other. It feels more like condo living."
Campus-wide curfew for those who live in a dorm is midnight
Sunday through Thursday and 1 p.m. Friday and Saturday. In
Legacy Park, there is no curfew.
"That sounded appealing at first, but when I got to thinking
about it, I realized that the majority of campus would have to be
in their dorm at curfew anyway," Ford said. "I haverit really ever
needed to be out later than that."
There were many things that attracted her to the complex at
first, and she enjoys living in a new area on campus that looks
really nice.
"I think that having a complex built in this style of neighborhood is important to our rapidly growing campus," Ford said.
"Incoming students that see this area are going to be impressed.
The dorms are great, and Physical Resources has done a great job

Dan and Vicky Campbel_l cherish memories
whlle looking at one
of their two children's
photo albums.

in keeping up with remodeling the older structures. But I'm
glad that Harding is catering to my generation with this style of
living environment."

When Dan and Vicky Campbell moved into Legacy Park in Au-

gust, it wasn't their first time to be living on this edge of campus.
Thirty years ago, the couple lived in the new married student
apartments, which were torn down in the summer to make room
for the new complex.
"We lived there about two years and then we bought our
house and lived there for 30 years, " Vicky said. "Now I feel like
we came back home because we came back over here."
For Vicky, a retired elementary school counselor, the adjustment to apartment living has not been significant. With their
kids grown and out of the house, the couple had a surplus of
space that was not being used.
"I think it will be a little bit of an adjustment not having the
same amount of space for the grandkids ," she said. "But I love
not having the upkeep. We have plenty of room for two people
here. It's a positive adjustment in every way. "
In addition to a smaller, more manageable space, Vicky also
feels safer in the complex than she did in her previous home.
"With Dan traveling with his job, he worried about me every
time he left," she said. "But now he doesn't worry about me at all
because of the security. He feels that I'm safe here."
Dan, senior officer of the Harding Fund in the University's
Office of Advancement, also felt like the move to Legacy Park
would be a good idea with his traveling.

"With m y wife retiring and my traveling a lot because of work,
we just didn't need to keep up with a big house anymore," he said.
'½.nd I wanted my wife to be close to campus while I was gone.
He, too, feels like the adjustment to apartment living has been
an easy one.
"We just like the newness of it and the fact that it's on campus," he said. "It's also reduced our cost overall for living even
though we pay rent now. It's actually turned out to be financially
a good move."
Being on campus is definitely something that Vicky enjoys as
well. She loves to walk around the front lawn and across campus,
which allows her to further explore her hobby of photography.
With her background in education and spending so much time
around students, she was excited to have the opportunity to be
around young people again.
"It makes me feel young at heart," she said. "I love sitting on this
porch and watching college students walk by. I love the activity."

As part of the annual Homecoming events, the University held a

ceremony Oct. 27, 2012, to dedicate the new Legacy Park complex
to 15 families who played a significant role in the growth and
development of the school.
"My dream is that these apartment buildings will be used to
the glory of God for decades and decades to come," said President David B. Burks at the dedication ceremony. "This represents
the beginning of what will be beautiful housing for faculty, staff
and students to live right next to the campus, and it is a beautiful
addition to Harding University." H
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to retire before
their grandchildren do.
Or before their
great-grandchildren are born. Or at least
before their 90th birthday.
Clifton L. Ganus Jr., chancellor, has
never been like most other people.
»
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Chancellor Ganus
addresses ~he
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Alumni Chapel.
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t 90 years old,
Ganus still maintains a regular
schedule in his
two-room office
on campus, still
attends Harding
football games, and travels more than many
men half his age. Last spring, he and his
son, Cliff - along with friends Lathan and
Phil Garnett - traveled 700 miles down the
White and Mississippi rivers to New Orleans,
camping along the way. In May, he traveled to
eastern Europe with the University Chorus,
and he managed to find time to visit and
lecture in Grand Cayman, Africa and Alaska,
all before school started again.
"I've been to 115 countries," Ganus said.
"It's wanderlust. "
After graduating from Harding in 1943
with majors in history and Bible, Ganus went
on to preach in small churches in Mississippi
and earn a master's and doctorate in history
from Tulane University before returning
to his alma mater to teach in 1946. Despite
saying he'd never be a teacher, Ganus has
remained at Harding ever since. He con-

Chancellor Ganus
laughs at the small
fish he caught on
his annual excursion to Alaska.
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tinues to preach - even helping to found a
church school in Uganda - a calling that has
spurred much of his travel.
"My last two sermons were in Alaska,"
Ganus said. "They take me fishing during the
week, and I preach for them on Sunday. It's a
pretty good swap - salmon for sermons. "
Ganus didn't know much about Harding
when he first drove to the campus in 1939.
Born in the Dallas area, Ganus and his family
moved to New Orleans in 1929, and his father
later opened a chain of drive-in stands, restaurants and cafeterias in the area.
"I started working with them at age 10 filling the trays," Ganus said. "The carhops would
take the orders, and I would fill the trays with
sandwiches and drinks and chips . I kept wishing I could be a hop .... They got tips. "
The oldest of three siblings, Ganus chose the
Searcy-based university after then-president
Dr. George Benson visited Ganus' family in
New Orleans.
"I wanted to go play football somewhere,
but [Benson] talked me into coming and being in the band and orchestra," Ganus said. "I
did everything while I was in college: chorus,

Following the
Bisons on the road,
Chancellor Ganus
stops for a photo
with junior Dallon
Hudson following
the 34-14 victory
over Ouachita Baptist University in
Arkadelphia, Ark.

··'··
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glee club and all the intramural sports, and I
preached nearly every Sunday."
On his first day on campus, a Wednesday,
Ganus met a girl named Louise from Strawberry, Ark., who pointed him toward the
administration building. He saw her again at
dinner, then at a prayer meeting. On Friday
and Saturday, they took walks through campus. On Sunday, they went to church together.
"School didn't even start until Monday, and
I already had my wife," Ganus said. "That's
pretty good."
Following his father's advice to not get
married until after he graduated from college,
Ganus married Louise in 1943 at 1 p.m., an
hour and a half after his graduation ceremony. In 1993, the couple celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary with a trip across the
world, making stops in Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, India,
Nepal, Ukraine and England. Today, Ganus
and his wife, who turned 90 in February,
live in a brick house on the edge of campus,
which they built more than 50 years ago. They
consider themselves fortunate that their three
children (two of whom teach at Harding) and
many of their 10 grandchildren and eight

GANUS

JR.

great-grandchildren live nearby.
In Ganus' office, the shelves are crowded
with memorabilia: flags , dusty medals, a
football from a 1965 game, Happy Boss' Day
mugs and bison- the school's mascotalong with sculptures and paintings from
around the world. He has worked in the same
office suite for more than 20 years, assisting
with fundraising, public relations and student
recruitment. This May, he will pack up and
move to a new position as he retires from the
title of chancellor. Current University President David B. Burks will inherit the chancellor role after his own retirement, and Ganus
will gain chancellor-emeritus status.
"Emeritus, meaning 'has been,"' Ganus
said, laughing.
When he first came to Harding as a student, the campus held 379 students and 22
teachers in just three main buildings. Today,
Ganus works with groups of around 300 teachers and nearly 7,000 students in more than
45 buildings. Though Ganus fell in love with
Harding quickly, he never thought he'd still be
working with the University 73 years later.
"I never dreamed that I'd live this long."
Ganus said. "Being 90 ain't for sissies." H
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Occupation: Chancellor, Harding University
Birth Date: April 7, 1922
Best part of the job: "Being with the students and watching them participate, whether it's
football games, anything athletic, musicals or dramas. Being with the students, mentoring
them, talking to them, serving in any way that I can."
Favorite meal: "Cajun seafood in New Orleans"
Favorite place on campus: "The quadrangle at Harding. It's most beautiful in the spring
when the dogwoods and azaleas are in full bloom. It looks like one big flower."
Best piece of advice: "Be true to your God, to your fellow man and to yourself."
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1972
Steve Allison retired from Oak
Ridge National Laboratory after
33 years and joined a startup,
Emerging Measurements Co.
He is vice president-elect of
the International Society of
Automation. He and his wife,
Dorothy, have two sons and
a grandson. (406 Mapletree
Drive, Knoxville, TN 37934;
stevdor7 5@gmail.com)
W. Stephen Smith received
an honorary Doctor of Arts
and Humane
Letters from
University of
Arkansas Dec.
15, 2012. He
has performed
more than 40
roles in opera
and musical theater. He is a
professor of voice and opera at
the Bienen School at Northwestern University who has
achieved international acclaim
for developing a new approach
to teaching the art of singing,
putting an emphasis on individual creativity and expression.
He distilled and explained his
teaching method in his book
The Naked Voice: A Wholistic
Approach to Singing, published
in 2007 by Oxford University
Press. It is currently in its sixth
printing and is considered a
seminal work on the subject.
He and his wife, Carol Mannen ,
have two daughters. (413 Wesley Ave. , Evanston, IL 60202)

1973

Holly Catterton Allen has
written a book titled Intergenera_,_ ,___ tional Christian
Formation: Bringing
the Whole
Church
,
Together in
Ministry, Com;
munity and
Worship released by InterVarsity

I

.

••

••

Press October 2012 . Holly is a
professor in the Biblical studies
division at John Brown U niversity, and her husband, Leonard,
is director of Abilene Christian
University Press. They have
three children and four grandchildren. (1409 Hunter Ridge,
Siloam Springs, AR 72761)

1976
Phyllis Hibbard finished
her work as records officer cataloguing earth science,
life science and cultural stud2 6 I Harding
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Finding her voice
Drawing upon her grandmother's inspiration, Teresa Burns ('78) Murphy has
always loved stories. "A writer's voice
is so important because often that's
what draws readers into her stories,
and my grandmother had an incredible
voice," Murphy says. "She told me lots
of stories; and, though my grandmother
passed away 23 years ago, I can still
hear those stories in her voice."
It was through exploration to discover her own voice, along
with encouragement from her parents and teachers, that Murphy
began scribbling her own stories, but she did not pursue writing at
first because it seemed to be too big of a risk. While teaching at
Lyon College in Batesville, Ark., in 2001, she applied to the Master
of Fine Arts in creative writing program at George Mason University.
"I didn't really believe I would be accepted, but I was," she
says. "I finished the program in 2004, and I've been writing
ever since. In that time, I have written three novels and part of
another novel in addition to several essays, poems, short stories
and articles."
While getting started might seem like her biggest obstacle,
Murphy says that the most difficult part of writing involves
patience. ''I'd say the biggest struggle by far is waiting. I'm not
a very patient person, and I want to get things done quickly.
It doesn't work that way with writing. It takes me a long time
to write anything, and then, when I have something I believe
is ready to send out to a publisher, I'll email it or put it in the
mail, and I typically have to wait and wait for a response."
Among the authors who inspire her, strong characters are the
common thread. "I think they all excel at developing characters
whom you believe. It's almost as if what you are reading - even
though it's fiction - really happened," she says. ''I've always
been really interested in people and observing and listening to
people, so I think that's why I focus so strongly on character."
Her debut novel, The Secret to Flying, explores the intricacies of
the mother-daughter bond through the eyes of a poor, young girl
living in Arkansas. Murphy is currently working on its sequel. H
- Jennifer Hannigan
ies at the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources. She is a
member at Toastmasters in
Peterborough, Ontario, since
2005 and has succeeded with
distinctions as Competent
Communicator, Advanced Communicator Bronze, Competent
Leader and Advanced Leader
Bronze. (631 Clancy Crescent,
Peterborough, ON K9K 2S3
Canada; h ibbardpw@ cogeco.ca)
Thomas Walker retired from
FedEx Corp. after 30 years.
He does service and volunteer
work with church and in the
community. He and his wife,
Wanda, have two children.
(2206 Peach Tree Drive, Little
Rock, AR 72211)

1978
Vanessa Davis Thomas is
executive director of the Happy
Day Preschool in St. Louis,
Mo. She retired in 2008 from
the Ritenour School District
after 30 years teaching elementary school. She lives with her
daughter, Krista Thomas ('12).
(11 Gocke Place, Overland,
MO 63114)

1993

Dana Deree is working at the

United States Embassy in Auckland, New Zealand, as a foreign
service officer. He recently
wrote a travelogue about Arkansas on the consulate website
(http://blogs.newzealand.

usembassy.gov /ambassador/
2012/10/welcome-to-beautifularkansas/) for those planning
travel to the U.S . He and his
wife, Stephanie Hilton ('92) ,
have a son, Truman.

1997

Eric Magnusson is assistant professor of theology and director
of the Master of Arts in spiritual
formation and leadership program at Spring Arbor University. He and his wife, Natalie,
have two daughters. (8112 Parks
Drive, Spring Arbor, MI 49283)
Darrin ('98) and Heather Henson Shephard announce the
birth of a daughter, Margaret
Jael, May 14, 2012. They have
three other children, Lilly
Grace, Isaac and Naomi. Darrin
is a senior systems engineer
with GEICO , and Heather
homeschools their children.
(11197 Freedom Court, Bealeton, VA 22712)

1998
Charles ('97) and Susannah Smith
Babb announce the birth of a
daughter, Elizabeth Rose Othelia,
March 9, 2012. Charles is a minister, and Susannah is a speechlanguage pathologist. (111 Indian
Trail, Searcy, AR 72143)
Christine Bertolani married
Ryan Booth Sept. 7, 2011.
Christine is a case manager at
Fresno-Madera Area Agency on
Aging, and Ryan is an insurance examiner. (1418 N. Fruit
Ave., Fresno, CA 93728)
Caleb and Andrea Belch Clauset announce the birth of a son,
Quinn Charles Thomas, Aug.
17, 2012. They also have two
other children, Ashling and
Cade. Caleb is vice president
for product management at
Typefi Systems, and Andrea is a
part-time second-grade reading
specialist at Summit School.
(980 Wild Dogwood Lane,
Winston-Salem, NC 27106)

1999

Brad and Tracy Irwin announce

the birth of a son, Daniel Bradley, Sept. 24, 2012. Brad is director of partnerships for Habitat
for Humanity of Oakland
County, and Tracy is director of
exhibitions for Detroit Historical Society. (760 Langley Blvd.,
Clawson, MI 48017)
Kimberly McClellan married
Ross Tuttle Sept. 16, 2012.
Kimberly is a freelance interior

:a:
--<
:c
:c
0
0
0
C

--<

-<

;;
C

<

-<
)>

)>

z
)>

)>

z
:c
0
0
V,

C

:a:
--<
0

:a:
C

:c

-<
:c
0
0

~

i
:a:

C

:c

-<

____________________,g
designer, and Ross is a consultant for CSC. (P.O. Box 5686,
Maryville, TN 37802; kamccl@
yahoo.com)
Heather Pogue Sutherlin

Her husband, Graham, is an
actuary for Arkansas BlueCross
Blue Shield. They have three
children. (3401 Pope Ave.,
North Little Rock, AR 72116)

released her first book, A Light
In the Darkness, in August, and
her newest release is its sequel,
To Light the Path. Heather is
a member of Fiction Writers
of Central Arkansas, and she
teaches a writing workshop each
fall for young writers during
National Novel Writing Month.

Heath and Karole-Ann Bean
Keniston announce the birth of
a daughter, Eva-Marie, Aug. 18,
2012. They also have three sons,
Daniel, Andrew and Samuel.
(P.O. Box 97, West Ossipee,
NH 03890)

2000

Lynsay Waller married Derek
Brautnick Sept. 22, 2012.
Lynsay is a hematology/oncology physician at Highlands
Oncology Group in northwest
Arkansas, and Derek is an application support manager at
the Newport Group. (6406 S.
42nd St., Rogers, AR 72758)

They also have two daughters,
Naomi and Tabitha. Jon works
for HP computer and is a deacon at McDermott Road Church
of Christ, and Shannon is a
family physician in McKinney,
Texas. (2204 State Blvd., McKinney, TX 75071)

2001

married Tiana Ardry May 12,
2012. Wesley works at Columbia Central High School as a
football defensive coordinator
and history teacher, and Tiana
is a nurse at Vanderbilt Medical
Center. (2981 Williamsport
Pike, Columbia, TN 38401)
Andy Norris ('98) married Sarah
Cunningham July 14, 2012.
Andy is currently stationed at
Fort Campbell, Ky., in the U.S.
Army, and Sarah works for
United Health Care in Brentwood, Tenn. (3231 N. Senseney
Circle, Clarksville, TN 37042)
Chris ('00) and Martha Si mmons West announce the birth
of a daughter, Eliza Ruth, July
2, 2012. They have two other
children, Nora Ann and Wyatt.
Chris is a pilot for Abbott
Laboratories, and Martha is a
homemaker. (8324 Whitetail
Drive, Mt. Pleasant, WI 53406)

Jon and Shannon Fonville DeShazo announce the birth of a
son, Ethan Adler, Oct. 12, 2012.

[ ALMA MATTERS ]

Forever friends
By LI z H ow E L L , assistant to the president for alumni and parent relations
Harding friends are one of God's greatest blessings.
As people consider what the future might
look like at the University,
the proven formula for lasting
friendships will continue to be
an integral part of the Harding
experience. Throughout the
years, I have watched 18-yearold strangers who became
Liz Howell
roommates or friends through
"potluck" experiences transform into lifelong
Christian friends who are now closer than siblings. The spirit of community and camaraderie
is a part of our heritage. Alumni who return
to campus for their 50th-75th reunions since
graduating still treasure their friends and fond
memories of their time here.
Harding men have strong circles of friends,
as do the women. With the explosion of social
media, the word friend may not be perceived as
deeply as Proverbs 17:17 describes: "A friend is
always loyal, and a brother is born to help in
time of need." (NLT)
These types of relationships still begin and
exist here. Campus life at Harding continues to
develop these types of friendships. Austin Bryan
('09) witnessed this as a child when his father,
Blair Bryan ('84) , would reconnect with a group
who lived in the Boggs House as students in the
early 80s. After graduating, Bryan, Brad Bradley,
Jim Bradley, Britt Burcham, Byron Carlock and
Jeff Tennyson began meeting and challenging
each other to become better men, husbands,
fathers and Christians.
"My dad would come back from these trips
refreshed and recharged, and I could see a difference in him," explained Austin. "He said true
friendship is Christian friends who build each
other up emotionally, spiritually and physically.
They enjoy each other's company, talk, laugh, cry,
listen and hold each other accountable. This is

what Proverbs 27:17 means when it says, 'As iro n
sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another:"
As Austin watched his cousins come to
Harding and heard about their experiences, he
knew he wanted this atmosphere. At Summer
Experience, he met Jordan Binkley, and they
decided to room together. Austin remembered
another talk from his dad: "When you get to
Harding, you need to find a group of friends just
like Jesus had with his apostles. The residential
community and what happens in the dorms after
curfew creates some of the best memories." Austin and Jordan found their friends, Phil Groves,
Peter Snell and Ben Woods, and the next generation of lifelong Harding bonds continues.
You could insert your story as well. From
weddings, births and deaths, the circle of life
is shared. Even if you cannot return to campus
or do not see your friends often, a part of the
University lives in you through relationships
that continue on. H

Cheryl Risner Howard, Shannon Waggoner Stevens, Susan Duncan McGuire, Becky Boaz, Esther Pipkin, Robin
Ross Maynard, Dana Durigan Gainey, Pam Anderson Voss,
Stacey Faires Spann, and Jenna Shipman Bunner began
their friendships in Cathcart in 1986. Harding brought
together a group of girls from Arizona, Arkansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Oklahoma, Tennessee and Texas and
created an atmosphere fostering lifelong relationships.

Wesley "Chuggs" Duncan

2003
Jeremy and Megan Bennett
Kreimer announce the birth of
a daughter, Natalie Grace, Nov.
18, 2012. (4943 Mockingbird
Lane, Memphis, TN 38117)

2004
James and Rebecca "Becky"
Perkins Burk announce the

birth of a daughter, Lyndie-Anne
Elizabeth, June 16, 2012. James
is an assistant professor in the
mathematics department at Sam
Houston State University, and
Becky is a homemaker. (1325
Ave. 0 , Huntsville, TX 77340)
Duncan ('02) and Sherah Belva
Campbell announce the birth
of a son, S0ren Charles, June
22, 2012. They have another
son, Declan Douglas. Duncan
taught a seminar in October
titled "Tribal Youth Ministry:
Exploring a Multigenerational
Approach," at Westside Church
of Christ in Bakersfield, Calif.
(1106 Colonial Road, Memphis,
TN 38117)
Daniel McGraw is the community minister of West University
Church of Christ in Houston.
He and his wife, Megan, spent a
year as missionaries in Buenos
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Spreading good
Mark Slagle ('11) is a storyteller at
heart. From Nashville, Tenn., Slagle
followed the footsteps of his sister to
Harding where he worked with the Honors College to create his own i nterdisci pli nary study called global narrative.
"With the aid of mentors like Dr.
Jeff Hopper, Dr. Jack Shock, Dr. Mark
Elrod and Robbie Shackelford, I was
able to develop a degree that fulfilled
all of my academic interests, spanned from international study
across two international programs, and focused on digital
storytelling," Slagle said. "I was driven to seek opportunities for
positive change in the world."
Slagle spent two semesters abroad, one with the University's
program in Florence and the other in Greece.
In 2011, Slagle was asked by Mark Moore ('89), CEO of MANA,
a nonprofit entity whose main aim is to provide ready-to-use
therapeutic food for malnourished children, to film the opening
of a factory in southern Georgia. A few months later, Slagle had
the opportunity to put his global narrative degree to use driving
a 1971 Winnebago, dubbed the Manabago.
Accompanied by Alex Cox, a Pepperdine University alumnus,
Slagle began in North Carolina and drove across the country
visiting colleges, high schools and Waffle Houses bringing
awareness to malnutrition and MANA's mission to combat the
problem. Once they made it to Malibu, Calif., the duo hit an
unexpected snag when the Manabago caught fire and exploded.
"Distraught, we knew the story could not end on that fateful
night last November, so we decided to hitchhike the rest of the
tour," Slagle said. "About 3,000 miles later, we found ourselves
in Houston, done with the tour, not having missed an event."
While on the Manabago tour, Slagle and Cox learned that
their audience desired a deeper connection with MANA. Thus
came the idea of a buy-one-give-one peanut butter company.
"We wanted to provide people with a way to actively partake
in the story of malnutrition," Slagle said. "We thought that if
people knew that the healthy snack they were having was not
only meeting the needs of their own hunger pains, but actually
helping feed others as well, then everyone would win."
Slagle and Cox recently launched their very own peanut butter company called Good Spread. To raise funds for the initial
production run, Slagle and Cox set up a page on Indiegogo, an
international crowdfunding platform, to raise money.
"We decided to crowdfund our capital cost, which was
$65,000, and set a limit at 21 days," Slagle said. "People told
us we were crazy, the time slot was too short, and we were
asking for too much. But after 18 days, we found ourselves past
$65,000 and in the end raised about $69,500 from 600 funders."
Surprised and humbled by the support, Slagle and Cox plan
to send out their first shipment of peanut butter by the end of
January using the MANA factory in Southern Georgia.
Slagle credits the success he has had to people he has
learned from, experiences he has had, and stories he has told.
"Any good in me came from a plethora of professors, friends
and moments that were blessings from the father," Slagle said. "I
feel very blessed, and I'm excited to continue being a student, in
one way or another, for the rest of my days." H - Hannah Beall
28
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Aires, Argentina. (4234 Case
St., Houston, Texas 77005)
Carrie Lynne Springer married
Graham Cook April 29, 2012.
Carrie is a research librarian
for the Department of Defense
on Maxwell AFB, Montgomery
Ala., and Graham is partner and
CFO in Partners Realty, a commercial and residential management company. (460 Pine Forest
Drive, Wetumpka, AL 36093)

2005
Robert ('12) and Jessica Sloan
Hefley announce the birth of a

son, Judson River, Oct. 18, 2012.
Rob is a logistics supervisor for
Nalco in Steubenville, Ohio,
and Jessica is a homemaker.
Aaron ('06) and Lauren Candy
Kirkpatrick announce the birth
of twin sons, Abel James and
Roman Silas, July 21, 2012.
They have two other children,
Kai and Ashlyn. Aaron is the
youth and worship minister at
Chenal Valley Church in Little
Rock, Ark., and Lauren is a
homemaker. (7 Colleen Court,
Little Rock, AR 72212)

son, Owen Ray, July 20, 2012.
Jason is a civil engineer, and
Kathleen is an administrative
assistant. (3935 Lester Harris
Road, Kevil, KY 42053)

2010
Charles Rector (M.Ed.) is assistant principal at Dardanelle
Primary School after coaching
football at Atkins High School
for eight years. His wife, Ashley,
is a pharmacist. They have two
children. (40 Sunflower Drive,
Pottsville, AR 72858)

2011
Robert Cook has joined Draffin
& Tucker LLP as staff accountant in the
firm's health
care practice in
Atlanta. He is
responsible for
providing audit
and reimbursement services
to hospitals, nursing homes
and other health care providers. (726 Summer Drive N.E.,
Atlanta, GA 30328)

2006

2012

Tom ('05) and Mary Beth
Snodgrass Greenway announce

Pearson Maugeri married
Charlene Nutt July 14, 2012.

the birth of a daughter, Ella
Rose, Sept. 6, 2012. They have
another daughter, Addie Grace.
Tom is the corporate controller
for Ram Tool & Supply Co. in
Birmingham, Ala., and Mary
Beth is a certified registered
nurse anesthetist at Trinity
Medical Center in Birmingham. (1045 Washington Court,
Moody, AL 35004)
Tim ('09) and Ashley Alexander
Miller announce the birth of
a son, Caleb Timothy, July 25,
2012. Tim is an elementary
physical education coach at
Young Elementary in Pasadena,
Texas, and Ashley is a high
school counselor at Alvin (Texas)
High School. (1085 Gladstone
Drive, League City, TX 77573)

2008
Ryan ('06) and Allison Hudgeons Overbay announce the

birth of a son, Grant David,
Oct. 3, 2012. Ryan is a physical
therapist at Advanced Physical
Therapy in Little Rock. (16 Oak
Tree Circle, Conway, AR 72032)

2009
Jason and Kathleen Meiners
Enlow announce the birth of a

Pearson is a student in the
biophysics doctorate program
at Ohio State University, and
Charlene is working in the
quality assurance department
for M3 Accounting Services.
(7588 Sawmill Commons Lane,
Apt. B., Dublin, OH 43016)

Send us your news
We love hearing from you.
Please keep us updated with
what's happening in your life:
a wedding, birth, job change,
promotion, award, retirement,
etc. Send your news items to:
"Connections"
Harding University
Office of Alumni Relations
Box 10768
Searcy, AR 72149-0768
or alumninews@harding.edu
Please note that because of
publishing deadlines, your
information may be delayed
an issue.

Passages
Edythe Tipton Lane ('43),
88, died Sept. 3, 2012. After
graduation while her husband,

,'

Caudell, served overseas in the
U.S. Army, she returned to
Mississippi County, Ark., and,
at 19, began her teaching career
in Leachville and Manila. At
the close of the war, the family
made their home in his hometown of Wynne, Ark., where she
taught English 10 years before
joining her husband in their
accounting, abstract and insurance businesses. She continued
to work with him and, following his death, managed the
accounting business until her
retirement at age 74. Shortly
thereafter she moved to Searcy
to be nearer to her children.
She taught Sunday school
and Bible classes throughout
most of her life. She attended
services at Wynne, College and
Downtown churches of Christ.
She was preceded in death by
her husband, Caudell ('45). She
is survived by four sons, Robert
('65), John ('76), Jim and Mark
('81); two daughters, Elissa
Miller ('73) and Jennifer Smith
('80); a brother, Ray "Dude"
Tipton; 20 grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren.
Joseph Cannon ('47), 85, died
Oct. 25, 2012. He was a missionary for more than 60 years
in Japan, Okinawa, Papua New
Guinea and Ukraine. Passionate about preaching Christ, he
was the founder of universities,
kindergartens, orphanages,
preacher training schools and
Mission 1000 in Memphis,
Tenn. He was preceded in death
by his first wife, Rosa Belle
('50), with whom he received
the Distinguished Alumni
Award from the University
in 1997. He is survived by his
wife, Betty Dollar; four sons,
Joseph ('77), Leonard ('77),
Gregory ('78) and Robin ('82);
two daughters, Eileen Jones
('72) and Deborah Hogan ('75);
two stepchildren, Tina Bowie
and Nim Underwood; a sister,
Aileen Boyce; 18 grandchildren;
and seven great-grandchildren.
Charles Brown ('49) , 88, died
Oct. 21, 2012. After high
school he enlisted in the U.S.
Navy serving four and a half
years in the Navy Air Force
as a radioman in the Pacific
during World War 11. He was a
member of the church of Christ
and active in teaching, preaching and mission work. After
retirement from the U.S. Postal
Service, he enjoyed horseback
riding, golfing and traveling.
_

_

He is survived by his wife of 65
years, Anne Mcleod ('49); three
sons, Douglas, Rodney ('73)
and Byron; two sisters, Doris
Gorsuch and Naomi Burk;
seven grandchildren; and seven
great-grandchildren.
Pearle Mahan Clayton ('50) , 99,
died Aug. 5, 2012. She worked
in North Little Rock, Ark., during World War 11 in a chemical
plant She taught in Arkansas
before graduating from Harding. After graduation, she
moved to Arizona and taught in
Safford and Tucson, retiring in
1977. She earned her master's
degree from University of Arizona in 1956. She was a member of the church of Christ and
loved gospel meetings, singings
and potlucks. She was preceded
in death by her husband, L.B.
Clayton. She is survived by
her brother, Ray Mahan; two
stepsons, Jo Neal and Bob; and
10 step-grandchildren.
James "Alabam" Shear ('52) ,
86, died Oct. 19, 2012. He was
a World War 11 Navy veteran
and served in the Pacific aboard
the aircraft carrier USS Bon
Homme Richard. He preached
for more than 60 years in Alabama, Florida and Georgia and
was a minister at Milledgeville
Church of Christ until his retirement in 2010. He is survived
by his wife, Pat Mccants; two
daughters, Sherry Shear and
Melanie Hancock; a brother,
Earl; and two grandchildren.
Henry Edward Pipkin , C55 ) 85 ,
died Nov. 26, 2012. He served
in the U.S. Army in World War
II and was awarded the Victory
Medal and Asiatic Pacific Theater Ribbon. He earned three
master's degrees in theology
from Harding Graduate School
of Religion. He preached for
churches of Christ in Marshal
Town, Iowa; Lake City, Rochester and Mankato, Minn., Red
Wing, Wis.; Tehran, Iran; and
Plumerville, Clinton, Formosa,
Choctaw, Searcy and Casa,
Ark. He was one of the original
founders of Flaming Pines
Youth Camp, formerly known
as Northern Pines Youth Camp,
in Minnesota. He served on
mission trips to Iran, India and
Ukraine. He also was bus driver
for Clinton School District and
a talented carpenter, woodworker and business owner.
He is survived by his wife of
62 years, Vera Mae Kiihnl ('48);
two sons, James ('90) and Jason
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('01); a daughter, Esther ('90); a
brother, Billy; a sister, Geraldine
Crocker; and two grandchildren.
Sidney Duane Mccampbell ('57) ,
77, died Sept. 24, 2012. He
began preaching in 1950
and preached
for churches of
Christ in Lancaster and Torrence, Calif.,
an d Kensett,
Newark and Friendship, Ark.
He was a professor of Bible and
English at Harding from 19692001. He also wrote as a columnist for several newspapers,
including The Daily Citizen in
Searcy, Ark. He is survived by
his wife of 45 years , Naomi Lee
Barber; two daughters, Betty
Mccampbell and Gail Ann
Snyder; a sister, Darlene Boyd;
four grandchildren; and eight
great-grandchild ren.
Alice Faye Jobe Hendrickson

('60), 73, died Aug. 22, 2012 in
Beaumont,
Texas. She was
a partner in
her husband's
ministry for 50
years. She was
a teacher to stu....dents and fellow teachers for 49 years and was
recognized by Lamar University
as a Master Supervising Teacher.
She also was a member of the
1956 Mississippi women's state
basketball championship team,
a Daughter of the American
Revolution, and a member of
Alpha Delta Kappa international
honorary sorority for women
educators. She was a member
of Winnie-Stowell Church of
Christ. She was preceded in
death by a son, John Mark. She
is survived by her husband of
50 years, Marion ('60),· two sons,
Paul and Mark; two daughters,
Martha Parrott and Allison
Quirk; and six grandchildren.
Norman Preston ('63) , 70, died
June 1, 2012. He retired from
ConAgra as a computer analyst.
He was a member of the College Avenue Church of Christ
in El Dorado, Ark. He is survived by his wife, Ann Crawford
('64); three sons, David ('89) ,
Jonathan ('99) and Matthew;
and six grandchildren.
Patricia Bearden Vick ('65), 69,
died April 24, 2012. Pat was
the teacher coordinator for the
Western Cooperative in Branch,

'l~_____j_____ __
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[Connections]
Ark., since 1984. She is survived by her husband, Bill ('70) ,
and her mother, Ruth.
Darryl L. Jinkerson ('80), 54,
died Oct. 12, 2012. He earned a
M.S. in clinical psychology from
Northeast Louisiana University
and a Ph.D. in applied psychology from Southern Illinois
University. He completed his
dissertation while he was director of assessment and measurement for Arthur Andersen LLP
at its offices in St. Charles,
Ill. He also worked for three
years for Service Companies in
Roselle, Ill., as its vice president.
During his years in the Chicago
area, he was a member of the
West Chicago Church of Christ,
where he served as an elder. For
17 years he was president of
Rockford Christian Camp in Illinois . When his family moved to
Texas, the camp named a pavilion in his honor. He taught two
years as an adjunct professor
of business at Judson College
in Elgin, Ill., and eight as an
adjunct professor of psychology
at North Central College in Naperville, Ill. He joined Abilene
Christian University faculty in
2002. During his first year, he
was honored as Teacher of the
Year in the Department of Man-

agement Sciences, later serving
four years as department chair.
At ACU Jinkerson led the study
abroad program for the College
of Business Administration
and took numerous groups
of students for international
studies in Honduras, China,
Australia and England. In addition to his academic trips,
he went to Honduras several
times with Mission Lazarus
and Torch Missions, traveling
with his daughters and building
a house there in memory of
his father. He was a member
of the University Assessment
Committee and a Sam Walton
Fellow serving ACU's Students
in Free Enterprise chapter. He
served several terms on Faculty
Senate. His research interests in
evaluation and measurement,
performance improvement, and
leadership selection models
led to publications in several
refereed journals and dozens
of presentations at professional
and academic conferences.
Throughout his academic career
he maintained an active consulting practice. He was an elder at
University Church of Christ. He
previously served as an elder of
Highway 36 Church of Christ.
He was a member of the board

of directors at Abilene Christian
Schools and led its CEO Selection Committee. He is survived
by his wife, Cindy Madden ('80);
three daughters, Whitney Olsen,
Rachel Goodman, and Amanda
Carpenter; his mother, LaVerne;
two brothers, Richard and Perry;
one sister, Cheryl Hamm ('83);
and a granddaughter.
Kathy Greene Lawhon , ('82), 52,
died Sept. 16, 2012. She was a
teacher for more than 29 years
and was a member of Germantown (Tenn.) Church of Christ.
She is survived by her husband,
Sherrel Wayne; her parents, Bill
and Mollie Greene; and three
sisters, Cindy Greene, Brenda
Greene and Vicki Cochran.
Michael Joseph Woodall ('03 ),
32, died Aug. 24, 2012, from
injuries sustained in a car
accident. He was founder and
owner of FaithWorks Consulting Group. He worked with
nonprofit organizations that
provide healing including Integrity Ministries, River City Ministry, CenterPeace and Spark of
Life. He performed at Searcy
Summer Dinner Theatre and
was a member of Downtown
Church of Christ. He is survived by his parents, Dale and
Lisa Woodall and Kitte and Gary
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IRA tax time bomb
By TE D

HA c KN E Y,

director of the Center for Charitable Estate Planning

For many of us, our greatest asset, apart from
perhaps our home, is ou r IRA or other retirement plan . The IRA holds this
disti nction because Congress
designed it to encourage
investment and future growth .
But as the assets in your IRA
grow, so do the taxes that
will be owed in the future.
Ted Hackney
When you r children or grandchildre n receive the assets in your IRA, they
also receive the bu rden of the taxes due on
t hem. This can seriously diminish their inheritance and result in disappointment for you and
fo r them.
The good news is there are ways to plan fo r
your IRA to deliver all its expected benefits
with as few taxes as possible. We can give you
some ideas t o discuss with your accountant,
your fi nancial advise r and your attorney. These
will ensu re t hat your family and your legacy are
blessed, while minimizing taxes.
30 I Harding
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As you provide fo r your family in your estate
plans, be sure to consider the smartest way to
pass assets to your heirs. Think about giving
them something other than IRA assets.
You also might think about giving away your
unused IRA assets so the assets will be passed
with no tax due. When you give your assets to a
qualified tax-exempt organization like Harding ,
it receives 100 percent of your IRA proceeds.
However, we would never recommend giving
your IRA to us without also emphasizing there
are other assets and ways to provide for your
family without negative tax consequences.
Some of the best assets to give your children
include your stocks or home. These assets can
usually be transferred to your heirs and sold
later with little or no tax due.
Call 501-279-4210 or email thackney@
harding.edu to learn more about the variety of
ways you can pass assets to your family and the
causes you love in the most beneficial ways for
all concerned. H

Ranno; and four brothers, Matthew Woodall, Sean Ranno, Levi
Woodall and Adam Woodall.
Matthew Crockett ('12), 24, died
July 4, 2012. He is survived
by his parents, Fernando and
Sharon Crockett.
Connor Mobley, 19, died Nov.
14, 2012, at the Methodist Hospice Residence
in Memphis,
Tenn. He was
a sophomore
youth ministry major at
Harding and
was a member
of Goodman Oaks Church of
Christ in Southaven, Miss. He
is survived by his parents, Tim
and Corey Mobley, and his
grandparents, Carol Golden and
Harold and Mona Mobley.
Vivian Maxine Johnston Hyde,
92, died Oct. 30, 2012, at home
in Searcy. After
graduation
·---'----' _ from Lepanto
(Ark.) High
School in 1938,
she attended
Arkansas State
College where
she met Leland S. Hyde in the
college cafeteria. They married
Dec. 21, 1941. Her beloved
was in the U.S. Air Force for
30 years, and she and their two
girls were stationed in Guam,
the Philippine Islands, and
numerous bases in the United
States. After retiring to Searcy,
Ark., in 1971, she went to work
immediately as secretary to the
principal at Harding Academy
where she remained 17 years.
She then worked as secretary
at Cloverdale Church of Christ
for four more years. She was
preceded in death by her husband of 64 years, Leland. She
is survived by two daughters,
Kayla Haynie ('70) and Katrina
Smeltzer ('74); a brother, Clyde
Johnston; two sisters, Annabelle
Moser ('53) and Judy Manley
(' 64); and five grandchildren.
Elizabeth "Betty" Louise
Alston , 91, died Dec. 9, 2012.
Affectionately known
to her family
as "Boo," she
loved working
· ..,,_-'ilWI■ with children
for more than
20 years in
education, finishing her career
at Harding Academy in Searcy.

VIRGIL

LAWYER

I

1924-2012

A humble servant
By A

LICE ANN K E L LA R

Virgil H. Lawyer, 88, 1946 graduate and longtime member of the University's history faculty
and administrative staff, died Sept. 13, 2012, at
his home following complications from Alzheimer's disease. He joined the faculty in 1961 as
dean of students and director of admissions. In
1972 he moved to the department of history and
retired as a professor in 1989.

After graduation from Harding, he married
Lou Dugger, and the couple went immedi ately to Japan for the establishment of Ibaraki
Christian College. They were joined by other
Harding alumni and longtime missionaries
Joe and Rosabelle Cannon, Charles and Norma
Doyle, Colis and Delores Campbell, Richard and
Mary Baggett, and Billy Harris, along with E.W.
MacMillan , in the development of Ibaraki, which
continues in operation today.
After receiving a Master of Arts in speech,
history and political science at Texas Tech
University, he assisted charter president F. W.
Mattox in the establishment of Lubbock (Texas)
Christian University.
Lawyer cherished his years in the classroom
and was dedicated to comprehensive preparation
for his lectures. Although the effects of Alzheimer's had claimed his clarity of thought process, he began many of his final days expressing
concern about preparation for the day's classes.
The professor had a particular interest in the
Far East and did extensive research in that field.

('52)

He also did extended research on the American
Frontier and the Civil War. Through the years he
conducted annual field trips to battle sites in
Tennessee and Vicksburg, Miss.
As a minister, he served churches in Fort
Worth, Justin, Shallowater and Idalou, Texas; Kennett, Mo.; and Step Rock, Pangburn, Forrest City,
Heber Springs and Coy, Ark.
Always appreciative of
God's nature, he became
particularly interested in the
beautification of the Harding
grounds. He initiated, designed and directed the planting of azaleas and dogwoods
throughout the campus.
Having been born into
a large family, he had from necessity developed an intense
work ethic, which defined his
reputation even past retirement. As an avid reader, he
spent many retirement days in
his study with his books. He
read through the Bible numerous times, making notations
in a treasured and favorite
copy which he chose to pass
along to his only granddaughter, Blair Jennings. He was a
humble man whose delight
was in seeing his family as
well as his students succeed.
Lawyer possessed a feisty wit and a pleasant
sense of humor, and he enjoyed laughter and
interactive conversation.
"The journey is about the destination" is a
phrase he often quoted and one to which he
remained true. On Sept. 13, 2012, he completed
that journey in peace. H
Lawyer was preceded in death by his twin
brother, Vernon ('47); six other brothers, Robert
('39), Dean ('45), Ray ('45), Paul, Doug ('49)

and Kenneth; and two sisters, Roberta Mitchell
and Lois Conn. He is survived by his beloved wife
of 65 years, Lou Dugger ('48) , three daughters,
Lauren Reese ('72), Andee Cone ('76) and Jan
Underwood ('78); a brother, Jack ('51); a sister,
Mary Jo Ross ('51); six grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren. The family has established
a Harding University Virgil and Lou Lawyer Study
Abroad Scholarship and also suggested the Campus Beautification Program, Box 12238, 915 East
Market Ave., Searcy, AR 72149 for memorials.

She received her greatest joy
from spending time with
family. She was a member of
College Church of Christ for
more than 40 years and was active with Associated Women for
Harding where she was named
a Worthy Woman in 2005 . She
was preceded in death by her
husband, Jack D. Alston Sr.
She is survived by two sons,
Jack Jr. ('76) and Roy ('88); two
daughters, Susan Barnes ('80)
and Mary Margaret Henson
('82); a brother, James "Buddy"
Apperson; a sister, Dora Tuck;
seven grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren.
Neva Jane Cram White, 77, died
Oct. 20, 2012.
She attended
University
of Arkansas
where she
majored in organ and voice.
She taught
voice and piano in Springdale
(Ark.) Public Schools in 1957-58
before receiving a scholarship
in voice from Eastman Conservatory in Rochester, N.Y. While
there, her piano accompaniment ability was discovered,
and she began to develop what
came to be perhaps her greatest
musical talent. She later was
recognized by the National Association of Teachers of Singing
with the Brotherton Award as
an outstanding accompanist.
She was a homemaker until
returning to the classroom at
Harding for 20-plus years. She
taught voice and piano and accompanied for musicals, recitals
and other performances until
her retirement in 2003. She
was referred to by her students
as "Mama Neva." She enjoyed
working in the yard and loved to
read, especially books that challenged her faith and inspired
her to greater service in the
kingdom of God. Before her
health declined she accompanied her husband on medical
mission trips. A member of College Church of Christ, she was a
Bible class teacher and Christian mentor to women of all
ages. She was a member of the
local Beethoven Club and the
National Association of Teachers of Singing. She is survived
by her husband, Bill; three sons,
Mark ('83) , Jonathan ('88) and
David ('92); a daughter, Laura
Eads ('86); a brother, Stanton
Cram; and nine grandchildren.
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Birth of a Rhodes Rowdy
By MI c HAE L C LAXT o N, associate professor of English

For most of my life, sports and I just did not mix. My dad played basketball for Lipscomb
University in the 50s, and my brother shot hoops in high school. But in 1972, the family
sports gene took a detour and bypassed me completely. When I was a child, I once struck
out playing kickball. To this day I insist it was a bad pitch, but
that experience left me soured on athletics just the same. My
disposition did not improve at age 11 after spending two weeks
at Lipscomb's summer basketball camp under the intense watch
oflegendary coach Don Meyer. I can only be grateful that none of
my inept layups were ever captured on film. I think I may have
even made the coach cry.
It didn't help matters when we had a unit on wrestling in
eighth-grade gym class. After I set a record for being pinned
faster than anyone in Rockdale County's history, Coach Brown
put salt in the wound by suggesting that I should seek a career in
comedy. The closest I ever came to a memorable athletic performance was the time I won a trophy at age 10 for the "Pretty Walk"
at a local skating rink. This award
was given to the person who had
the most stylish walk while on roller
skates. I don't often talk about it.
So with this checkered athletic
past, I did not pay much attention
to sports for at least 20 years. I
went to one football game in high
school and took a novel. My friends
stopped inviting me to their Super
Bowl parties, and my family doesn't
want anyone to find out that in the
nine years I lived in Chapel Hill,
N.C., I never once went to a Tar
Heels basketball game.
But five years ago, I experienced
a transformation. It wasn't the
kind of conversion that involved
walking down the aisle to "Just
As I Am," but it was a change of
heart nonetheless. Thanks to an
invitation from my colleague Gary
Elliott, I attended the Bison and
Lady Bison basketball games one
evening in 2007. I may have broken
protocol that night by sitting in the
retired coach's section under the
home goal, but I kept my mouth
shut so no one would realize that I
didn't know the difference between
a charge, a walk and a sashay. Our
teams and our fans were in great
form that night.
The experience really is addictive: the sounds of Adidas squeaking against the polished floor; the
smell of hotdogs and popcorn; the
32
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graceful, heart-stopping arc of a ball headed for 3-point glory; the
sounds of spirited commentary from the fans (I checked in the
Bible, and heckling a referee is not specifically mentioned as a
sin). To say that the atmosphere inside Rhodes Field House is intense is an understatement - it has the qualities of a carnival, an
Olympic event and a cage match all combined. It didn't take long
for me to get hooked. I've been to more than 100 games since.
I've seen some great moments - Matt Hall's last season, the
Lady Bisons beating Delta State at home (69-66) and Arkansas
Tech on the road (77-69), and the whole Bison team piling on
Jesse Bynum after a buzzer-beating 3-pointer in overtime against
Christian Brothers (64-63). Both our men's and women's teams
play with skill, with heart and with class. Their speed and teamwork can be a thing of beauty and
certainly enough to raise the pulse
of this sport-jacketed professor.
During the first game or two I attended, I was content to sit still and
clap politely, but I have increasingly
found myself spraining muscles,
vocal and otherwise.
I've even become a roadie,
making trips to away games
throughout the region. At a Henderson State game in 2008, I was
almost in need of a defibrillator
twice. It really should be against
the rules to win a game in the last
1. 7 seconds for the sake of fans
who may be one basket away from
cardiac arrest. Now I travel with a
professional nurse.
I may not quite be ready to
paint my face and whoop it up on
the sidelines, but I'm proud to be
a fixture at Rhodes Field House
- you can find me there on game
nights behind our bench and beside
the water cooler. Thanks to the men
and women of the Bison teams,
their coaches and staff, the band,
the cheerleaders, and the rowdiest
fans in the Great American Conference. It's been a great five years,
and I'm looking forward to more.
With both teams winning their
season home openers in November,
I'm already hyped up for the conference tournament. If only Coach
Meyer could see me now. H

Do you want to sell your
real estate tax-free?
There are a number of ways you can benefit from a gift ofland or
commercial real estate while helping the mission of Harding University
at the same time. Consider the benefits of transferring your land using
one of these options:
OPTIONS

I

PLAN BENEFITS

I

Give Property Outright to Charity

■
■

Transfer Property to Charitable Trust
■
■

■

Give Property for Charitable Gift Annuity

■
■
■

Make Property Gift and Sale

■
■
■

Charitable Deduction
Tax Savings
Income
Charitable Deduction
Tax Savings
Fixed Income
Charitable Deduction
Tax Savings
Cash and Income
Charitable Deduction
Tax Savings

~

HARDING
Call or email Ted Hackney, J.D.
Center for Charitable Estate Planning

800-477-4312
501-279-4210
thackney@harding.edu
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